M City of Garrison — City Council Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: May 13, 2025
Time: 5:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert Hanson at 5:30 p.m.
All present joined in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call
Council Members Present:

 Marv Mattson

» Dixie McCapes
« Denise Thielges
+ Mike Bourke

Council Members Absent:
« None
Staff Present:
Jeff Turk, Clerk
Corri Erickson, Chief — Garrison Fire Department
Jen Elleraas, Assistant Chief — Garrison Fire Department

Dave Reese & Nick Peterson, City Engineers
Justin Burslie, Planning and Zoning

3. Approval of the Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda made by Bourke, seconded by Mattson. All members
were in favor and the motion was carried.




4. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Minutes from April 8, 2025 Regular Meeting were presented for approval.
Motion by Thielges, seconded by Mattson to approve the minutes as presented. All

members were in favor and the motion was carried.

5. Reports and Presentations

Planning and Zoning Report:

o Justin Burslie presented a sample Cannabis Ordinance which was used
by the City of Cuyuna for review. It was suggested that a subcommittee
form and review the ordinance and customize it for the City of Garrison.
The Clerk will coordinate this project. Burslie also said a public hearing
should be held.

o Burslie also brought up zoning and multi-family housing. This matter has
been in front of the Council on several occasions, and they asked for
some more information on the subject. Burslie summarized some of the
options for amending the City’s zoning ordinance.

Garrison Fire Department:

o Chief Erickson reviewed the call report for the group. She also recognized
some achievements of some of the members of the department. Assistant
Chief Jen Elleraas has been appointed to the Minnesota Board of Fire
Fighter Training and Education as Volunteer Firefighter POC/PT #1.
Additionally, Carla Zupko is a certified EMT. Also, rookie firefighter Brad
Hawthorne has completed Fire 1 & 2 and hazmat. Erickson did not have
any spending requests for the department this month, but did have some
other matters to bring in front of the council. Currently, the keyholder to
open the storm shelter (the old City Hall building) was the former mayor. It
was decided the Marv Mattson would be the designated keyholder. Chief
Erickson also informed the group that she is coming up with an apparatus
plan which will include a vehicle for the Chief.

Clerk’s Report:

A. The Financial Reports along with the Claims list totaling $17,706.97. A motion
was made by Bourke and seconded by McCapes to approve the report as
presented. All members were in favor and the motion was carried.

B. The annual Liability Coverage Waiver Form was presented for review. The
Clerk explained what the ramifications of each choice was. A motion was made
by Mattson and seconded by Thielges to choose “does not waive” on the waiver
form. All members were in favor and the motion was carried.

C. Resolution 2025-15 Renewing Property and Casualty Insurance through the
League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust was presented for consideration.
This year's premium was $10,861.00 which is approximately $1,000 less than
last year. A motion was made by Bourke and seconded by Mattson to adopt




Resolution 2025-15 Renewal of the Property/Casualty Insurance through LMCIT.
All members were in favor and the motion was carried.

« City Attorney Report: No report.

» Engineering Report: Dave Reese from Widseth reported that he had attended a
meeting with MNDot where there was a discussion about several light poles that
would need to be moved during the Roundabout construction. There was some
question about who owned the lights in question. Reese is working with Tony
Anderson from Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative on the matter and will return with
additional information. The light poles will need to be moved by January 23,
2026.

6. General Government

A. Community Center Plumbing Repairs — The ongoing problem with the toilets being
clogged at the Community Center were brought to the Council’s attention again. The
Clerk closed the center in mid-May due to there being no public restrooms available.
Councilmember Mattson suggested a site evaluation from a good plumber. He will
arrange for that meeting. Also, the City will rent two portable toilets (one handicapped)
so the public may continue to use the center.

B. Liquor License Approval — A list was presented to the Council showing all the
renewing licenses for the 2025-2026 timeframe. Motion: A motion was made by
Bourke and seconded by McCapes to approve all the liquor license renewal
applications pending completed paperwork, proper insurance, approved
background checks, and paid fees. All in favor. Motion Carried.

C. Transient Merchant Permit Request — Westby Enterprises requested its annual
Transient Merchant Permit for its “Country Stop” vegetable stand which will be located
at the Tutt’s Bait and Tackle parking lot this year. Motion: A motion was made by
Mattson and seconded by Thielges to approve the application for a Transient
Merchant by Westby Enterprises pending all necessary paperwork, insurance,
and paid fees. All in favor. Motion carried.

D. Crack Filling Options — The Council decided that any type of road repairs will be
done in 2026 when road repair companies are deployed to work on the roundabout
project. This decision is in an effort to save some money on repairs.

E. Blight — The property by McDonalds which has adjoining property across the
highway on the lake was brought up to the Council. It has become a serious concern
for the citizens of Garrison. The Clerk informed the group that the process to enforce
ordinances is a long one and that the process has begun. The Clerk also mentioned
that the City will be working in concert with the Garrison Sanitary District to enforce laws
and get the problem addressed.

F. Resolution 2025-14 — The Garrison Commerical Club requested an off-site
gambling permit. Resolution 2025-14 was created for consideration by the City Council.
Motion: A motion was made by Bourke and seconded by Mattson to adopt
Resolution 2025-14 Approving Off-Site Gambling Permit. All in favor. Motion
carried.



G. Resolution 2025-13 — Camp Lake Association donated $500 to the Garrison Fire
Department. Resolution 2025-13 was created for consideration by the City Council.
Motion: A motion was made by Thielges and seconded by McCapes to adopt
Resolution 2025-13 Accepting Donation. All in favor. Motion carried.

7. Commercial Club Report

Commerical Club member Loren Larson reported that Play Day’s planning has begun.

8. Public Comment

Troy Danner wanted to introduce himself to the Council. Danner has a home on the
east side of Mille Lacs Lake. He informed the Council that he might be interested in
opening a cannibas store in Garrison.

Also speaking was Bill Knutson, area citizen. He informed the Council that he a group of
area citizens use the Garrison Community Center for playing pickleball. He wanted to
let the Council know that people like it and will continue to use it. They also expressed
appreciation to the Council for putting temporary restrooms in place until repairs are
made.

9. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Bourke and seconded by Thielges at 6:41 p.m.
All members were in favor and the motion was carried.

Mayor: Robert Hanson

ATTEST: Jeff Turk, Clerk



