CITY OF GARRISON
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
October 10, 2023

The Garrison City Council met on October 10, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. at the Garrison City Hall.

1. Call to order: Mayor Loren Larson at 5:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance. Council present: Hanson,
Mattson and Mayor Larson. Absent: Bourke and Foster.

2. Agenda: Mayor Larson presented the agenda and asked for any amendments. A motion was made
by Hanson and seconded by Mattson to approve the agenda as presented. All in favor. Motion
carried.

3. Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Hanson and seconded by Mattson to approve the
minutes from September 12, 2023 as presented. All in favor. Motion carried.
GFD: The minutes from 9/4/23 were presented for review.

4. Claims & Treasurers report: The claims list totaling $37,349.50 was presented. A motion was made
by Mattson and seconded by Hanson to accept the Treasurers reports & claims list as presented. All in
favor. Motion carried.

5. Fire Department:

A. Chief Thompson reported there were 30 calls in September. 25 EMS, 2 motor vehicle
accidents, 1 brush fire, 1 smoke alarm and 1 cancel.

B. Monthly spending request: None at this time.

6. Planning and Zoning: Nothing at this time.
7. City Attorney: Nothing at this time.
8. Engineer: Nick Peterson was here in place of Dave Reese. There is nothing to report for this month.

9. General Government:

A. Remove Amy Vukelich and add Jeff Turk from all accounts at the Deerwood Bank. A motion
was made by Hanson and seconded by Mattson to remove Amy Vukelich and add Jeff Turk to all
accounts at the Deerwood Bank. All in favor. Motion carried.

B. Crow Wing County Voting Operations, Technology and Election Resources Municipality
Agreement. During the past legislative session, a $1.25 million annual appropriation was approved for
the statewide VOTER account. These funds are a dedicated stream of state funding for election
administration at the county and municipal level. Crow Wing County has about 46,000 registered voters
and the total appropriation for the VOTER account funds is $15,600.59 annually. The legislation requires
the County and Municipalities to agree on how those funds should be distributed or sets a default
formula. Crow Wing County conducts all absentee voting for all precincts so the County would
automatically retain 75% of the funds and $3,900 would be available to be allocated to the
Municipalities based on voter counts-which equated to an average amount of $76.89 per precinct.
Currently, Crow Wing County absorbs all costs associated with equipment purchase and maintenance, as
well as all costs for programming, ballots, materials and supplies. Crow Wing County is requesting that
Municipalities enter into an agreement which would allow the County to retain the full $15,600.59
annual appropriation to be used for election administration expenses. If the County’s annual
appropriation from the VOTER account would ever surpass $50,000 this agreement would be revisited
for potential allocation distribution. A motion was made by Mattson and seconded by Hanson to
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approve entering into the Voting Operations, Technology & Election Resources (VOTER) Account
County-Municipality Agreement with Crow Wing County. All in favor. Motion carried.

C. Bid information from Anderson Brothers for Pickle Ball court. Mattson had reached out to
Anderson Brothers for a quote to put a Pickle Ball Court where the old volleyball courts used to be by
the playground. Mattson said the bid came in at $35,000 - $40,000 so it is something the City would
need to budget for. Mayor Larson stated that the proceeds from the sale of the City lot could possibly
be used for something like this.

10. Commercial Club: Annual Dinner is coming up.

11. Citizen concerns: Betsy Smaltz had a few concerns. One is some of the Street signs in the City of
Garrison seem to be crooked and some are very faded. There is a stop sign that should be replaced at
the west end of Monroe Street. Mayor Larson said the City will look into those concerns. Another
concern of hers is all the closing of businesses in Garrison and how properties along Mille Lacs Lake are
not very well kept and feels that is a reflection on Garrison. Mattson feels that is a County or Township
issue.

12. Adjournment: A motion was made by Mattson and seconded by Hanson to adjourn the meeting
at 6:04 p.m. Allin favor. Motion carried.
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