
🏛🏛 City of Garrison 
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
 

April 14, 2026 
Garrison City Hall 

 

1. Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Garrison City Council was called to order by Mayor Hanson 
at 5:30 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the election meeting held prior to the regular 
meeting. 

2. Roll Call 

Present: Mayor; Council Members McCapes, Bourke, and Mattson 

Absent: Thielges 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

There were two changes to the agenda.  Under Garrison Fire Department, letter A,  a 
number 1 was added for Accepting a Resignation.  Also to delete number 11 as it was a 
duplication.  Motion by Bourke, seconded by Mattson, to approve the agenda, with the 
changes.  All members present were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

• March 10, 2026 – Regular Meeting 
Motion by McCapes, seconded by Mattson, to approve as presented. 
All present in favor. Motion carried. 

 
5.  Garrison Commerical Club: 



Lori Schmaltz, the new President of the Garrison Commercial Club, who will hold the 
office for the next two years was present to give the Council an update on the on-goings 
of the club.  The club has concerns about how the roundabout construction project will 
affect Garrison Play Days.  She reported that KKIN radio will be running ads to inform 
the public of any changes or detours.  The 4th of July fireworks is also a concern and 
they are thinking people will have to find new places to park this year.  The club is 
planning fundraising efforts to raise money to help defer the cost of the fireworks.  Also, 
Saturday, October 3 will tentatively be a day for a fall festival.   

5. Garrison Fire Department 

A. Call Update: 
Chief Erickson provided an update on recent calls and general department on-goings. 

A-1. Resignation: 
The Chief reported the resignation of Harvey Chamberlin from the fire department. 
Motion: A motion was made by Bourke and seconded by Mattson to accept the 
resignation of Harvey Chamberlin.  All members present were in favor and the motion 
was carried.   

B. New Fire Hall: 
Council Member Bourke brought up the topic of a new fire hall for the Garrison Fire 
Department.  The Council is in favor of having the Clerk look into financing possibilities 
for such a project.   

 

6. Clerk’s Report 

A. Financial & Claims Report 
Claims total: $32,685.60  
Motion by Mattson, seconded by Bourke, to approve the financial and claims report. 
All present in favor. Motion carried. 

B. Resolution 2026-9 Accepting Donation from Big Pine Lake Property Owners 
Resolution 2026-9 was presented for consideration.  This Resolution is for an 
undesignated Fire Department donation of $100. 
Motion by Bourke, seconded by McCapes to accept the donation and adopt Resolution 
2026-9. All present in favor. Motion carried. 

C. Resolution 2026-10 Application for an Exempt Permit 
Resolution 2026-10 for an Exempt Permit for the Ducks Unlimited Women of Waterfowl 
was presented for consideration.  Motion: A motion was made by Bourke and seconded 
by Mattson to adopt Resolution 2026-10.  All members present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
 
 



8. City Attorney: 
No report.  
 
9. Planning and Zoning: 
No report.   

 

10. Engineering: 

Nick Peterson from Widseth was present and reported that plans for construction this 
summer for the roundabout project include that workers will be on duty Monday through 
Saturday. There will also be informational signs posted in appropriate areas.  The Clerk 
added that he is planning to take out full-page ads in the Mille Lacs Messenger and 
Aitkin Independent Age with some construction plans, maps of detours, and other 
information.      

 

11. General Government: 

A. Scenic By-Ways: 
The Clerk informed the Council about this organization which is involved in projects 
around Mille Lacs Lake.  In the past there has been Council representation in this 
organization.  The Council could have a member represent the City if it chooses or 
possibly appoint an interested citizen.   
 
B.  Street Maintenance: 
Council Member Mattson toured the streets with a representative from Anderson 
Brothers.  Together, they chose the streets that needed the most attention.  There will 
be “Road Reclaiming” for the streets, except the City Hall driveway.  This will firm up the 
base under the pavement.  It is cost-effective to improve these streets this summer as 
Anderson Brothers will be doing the paving of the roundabout project and them already 
being here will save on mobilization costs. The City has set aside and already budgeted 
$92,956.46 for street improvements.  There is also cash available from the sale of 
Regan Park. Motion: A motion was made by Bourke and seconded by Bourke and 
seconded by McCapes to accept the quote from Anderson Brothers in the amount of 
$162,611.84, as long as more detail is provided on which streets are being worked on 
and to check into additional financing options.  All members present were in favor and 
the motion was carried.   

 
 

12. Public Comment: None 

 



13 . Adjournment 

There being no more business to come before the City Council, a motion was made by 
Bourke and seconded by Mattson to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 p.m.  All in favor.  
Motion carried.  

 

________________________________ 

Mayor: Robert Hanson 

 

________________________________ 

ATTEST: Jeff Turk, Clerk 
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